
Lost



Ancient cultures had language for such circumstances. Two ancient Greek words for 
knowledge were ginosko and epinigosko. The first meant “to be informed or to 

be aware.” The second meant “to fully understand through experience.” It’s the 
difference between knowing about someone and knowing someone. We’ve 

unwittingly created a society where information is so prevalent that kids can 
become satisfied with ginosko and never go deeper. “A wealth of information 

creates a poverty of attention,” said Herbert Simon. Tim Elmore, Artificial Maturity

Likewise, in the church today we have people who have lots of 
information (some of it bad or even wrong) but very little 

experience.  This leads to Christians becoming insecure in their 
faith and responding immaturely to culture

Recap



I came to you in weakness—timid and trembling. And my message 
and my preaching were very plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive 
speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. I did this so you 

would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of God. Vs 3-5

But people who aren’t spiritual can’t receive these truths from God’s 
Spirit. It all sounds foolish to them and they can’t understand it, for 
only those who are spiritual can understand what the Spirit means.The 
person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a 

person is not subject to merely human judgments, Vs 14-15

Recap



I relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit Vs 4Starting point
Learning God revealed these things by his Spirit. For 

his Spirit searches out everything Vs 10
know God’s thoughts except God’s own Spirit. Vs 11 

Experience And we have received God’s Spirit…so we 
can know the wonderful things Vs 12

Witness we speak words given to us by the Spirit, using 
the Spirit’s words to explain spiritual truths. Vs 13

Audience
who aren’t spiritual can’t receive 
these truths from God’s Spirit Vs 14
who are spiritual can understand what the Spirit means Vs 14

Eido: experience

Corinth Engagement
Recap



Corinth is sensual

Corinth is immature

Corinth is struggling with transformation

Corinth is trying to blend the Gospel and culture

Recap



You quickly get angry and easily fall into arguments
Signs of spiritual immaturity, Nato Lagidize

You find it difficult to forgive people

You find it difficult to accept criticism or even gentle correction
You’re not using your spiritual talents

You are not interested in growing spiritually

You have a hard time asking for help
You’re constantly seeking pleasure



Where are 
you on your 
spiritual 
journey?



What stage are you in of your spiritual development?



3:1-4
Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the 

Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. Vs 1

At some point the number of years they have been Christians 
leads you to expect something like mature behaviour from 

them, but they prove disappointing. D A Carson

Infants (babes, immature) nepios: refers to a person who 
lacks experience, is untried or ignorant or simple-minded.

Of flesh, sarkinos: can also refer to the moral/
ethical aspect of human nature in its base behaviour



When Israel was in her infancy, spiritually speaking, they were given the 
Law on Mtl Sinai.  The Jewish people were subject to it for 1500 years.  Paul 
referred to her at that stage as “Nepiós,” which is Greek for “infant.”  Think 
of it like being in kindergarten, learning your A-B-C’s.  One thing is certain: 
 According to Paul, being under law most definitely is not spiritual maturity.



3:5-9
I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. Vs 6

Growth: Causing the growth is ‘auxano’ in the 
imperfect tense (over and over, again and again). 

Planted: the first authentic encounter(s) with the Gospel

Watered: the open encouraging/experiencing/consistent practicing of 
spiritual disciplines/transformation. The growing of our biblical worldview



3:10-15
For no one can lay any foundation other than 
the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. Vs 11

It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will 
test the quality of each person’s work. 13b

Two tensions here, one is that Paul sees Jesus as the ONLY 
foundation.  Whatever church is, Its primary function is of creating 

environments for maturation and development (Christ-likeness).  
And two, not all effort is equal. Not all effort is authentic



3:18-23
So don’t boast about following a particular human 

leader. For everything belongs to you Vs 21

and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God. Vs 23

Boast: means to boast over a privilege or possession. Boasting is a wedge 
posture. It is seeking lines of division and superiority over others

Belonging: if we belong to Christ, then every person is part of our 
transformations process.  And we ourselves are helping others to transform



This immature and fleshly behaviour (characteristic of non-Christians) 
manifests itself in the following behaviour. There are factions forming in the 
church, with two of the most significant ones, apparently, centred around Paul 

and his close associate, Apollos. The members of these factions were now 
openly quarrelling with each other, and apparently, each group was jealous 
(envious) of the other. This divisive behaviour, Paul says, is that of mere 
men–i.e., that of people who conform themselves to the wisdom of this 

world, not the wisdom of God manifest in the cross. Instead of focusing upon 
God and his purposes made manifest in the preaching of Christ crucified, the 
Corinthians are focusing upon their personal (and selfish) agendas. And this 

kind of thing is nothing but a manifestation of the flesh. Dr. Kim Riddlebarger 



Stages of Spiritual Development

Baby (infant)

Youth

Adult



Basil of Caesarea, 330-379 AD, Stages of Spiritual Development
“We have been taught in many passages of Scripture that [1] there is one 

state of the soul which is like a child, [2] another which is like a man in his 
prime, and [3] another which is like a man who is already old and venerable”

It is possible to be 70 years of age and a spiritual baby. 
It is possible to be 30 years of age and a spiritual elder.

About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have 
become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, 
you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of 

God. You need milk, not solid food, for everyone who lives on milk is 
unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. Hebrews 5:11–13



Basil of Caesarea, 330-379 AD, Stages of Spiritual Development
Babies are immature and self-centred, “But I, brothers, could not address you 

as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants [nēpios] in Christ”
Babies are ignorant and unskilled: “for everyone who lives on milk is 

unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child [nēpios]” (Heb. 5:13).
Babies are unstable and impressionable: “that we may no longer be children 

[nēpios], tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes” (Eph. 4:14).

Babies need milk: “Like newborn infants [brefos], long for the pure 
spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2).

Spiritual milk is the basic and strongest of emotions, love, grace, forgiveness

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%205.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%204.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.%202.2


Basil of Caesarea, 330-379 AD, Stages of Spiritual Development

“That person is young in soul who is perfectly taught in all the branches of 
virtue, who is fervent in spirit, who is eager for the practices of piety, and who 
being in his prime is vigorous in every way for the performance of good works.”

I have written to you who are young in the faith because 
you are strong. God’s word lives in your hearts, and you 

have won your battle with the evil one. 1 John 2:14b

 In the same way, encourage the young men to live wisely. And you yourself 
must be an example to them by doing good works of every kind. Let everything 

you do reflect the integrity and seriousness of your teaching. Titus 2:6-7



Basil of Caesarea, 330-379 AD, Stages of Spiritual Development
Youth tend to have more zeal than wisdom. 

Youth tend to act like “know-it-alls”.

Youth tend to be naive when interacting with others in the body

Youth tend to fixate on issues

Spiritual youth is about beginning to put into practice the 
habits of holiness (spiritual disciplines) and putting into 
practice their learning (knowledge + practice = wisdom) 



Basil of Caesarea, 330-379 AD, Stages of Spiritual Development

“But that person is old and venerable in soul who has been perfected in 
prudence. Such was Daniel, who while young in body showed that the honour 
which intelligence obtains is more respectable than every grey hair. Therefore, 
the men who were full of wicked days said to him: Come, sit among us, and 

tell us, for God has given you the right of a venerable elder [Dan 13.50].”

I am writing to you who are mature (fathers) in the faith because 
you know (experience, failure, victories) Christ 1 John 2:13

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%2013.50


John refers to mature Christians as parents rather than 
adults. “His address to ‘fathers’ reflects a call to those who 

are mature enough to be training others in Christian living”

Basil of Caesarea, 330-379 AD, Stages of Spiritual Development

Parents are stable and reliable

Parents are knowledgeable and able to teach others

Parents are discerning

Parents are wise and have control of their passions



Baby

Youth

Parent

What stage 
are you in of 
your spiritual 
development?

Maturity 
(Christ-likeness)



3:16-17

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in your midst? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that 

person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple. Vs 16-17



The Fourth Stage: "Second Awakening”, Chris Erdman
A mature and involved Christian once came to me privately and asked, “Isn’t 

there more to the Christian life than this?” Here was an elder, active in ministry, 
highly competent at work, well-established and respected, but who came to a 
point where all these things tasted like straw, felt empty, no longer life giving.

That journey leads from First Awakening, through Believing and 
Belonging, and into Service and Leadership. But it doesn’t end there. 
There comes a point when the Holy Spirit invites a disciple to turn 
inward again in order to awaken to the depths of interior intimacy 

with the Holy Trinity. It’s a stage of discovering God all over again.

The fourth stage is falling in love and experiencing a new aspect of God



 So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and 
again. Let us go on instead and become mature in our understanding. 
Surely we don’t need to start again with the fundamental importance of 
repenting from evil deeds and placing our faith in God. You don’t need 

further instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the 
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. And so, God willing, we 

will move forward to further understanding. Hebrews 6:1-3



When the ground soaks up the falling rain and bears a good crop for the 
farmer, it has God’s blessing. But if a field bears thorns and thistles, it is 

useless. The farmer will soon condemn that field and burn it. Vs 7-8

Maturity is not optional, it is salvific
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